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Lucknow, you made it sparkle.

<11 @t I, GaATwTd! $1 A1e |

DAZZLE & DIYAS - 25 OCTOBER 2026

A city’s festive spirit lives in the people
who make things—and the people who
stop to discover them. On 25 October,
Dazzle & Diyas brought both together at Le
Press.

October’s journal introduced the hands
behind the craft. This time, exhibitors and
visitors tell the story themselves. Healing
Harvest, Mahik Designs and Viya Luxe
shared their experiences, alongside
visitors’ festival diaries.

To everyone who exhibited, performed,
browsed or brought a friend: thank you.
Revisit the day through their reels and find
a moment you may have missed.

Next stop: Metaphor, 28—29 November.
See you there.

Official festival announcement.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

Revisit Dazzle & Diyas

lepress.in
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Le Press dressed in festive light. Still from the
campus film.
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https://www.lepress.in/dazzle-diyas-2026.html
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Munshi ji: a world of readers.

TRt Sff: Urd el BT IR

For Munshi Newal Kishore, a world of

readers began with a world of books.

Founded in Lucknow in 1858, his press
published approximately 5,000 titles
during his lifetime, according to
Heidelberg’s bibliography. Hindi, Urdu,
Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit and English
shared this world of print. [1]

Poetry stood alongside religious
learning, schoolbooks, medicine and
translations. Behind every volume were
writers, editors, translators and
craftspeople bringing a text to its
readers.

Open a book. Notice the script, the

spacing and the care of its arrangement.

Small details lead into a larger story.
Meet it in the museum film.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

lepress.in - opens in your browser
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Munshi Newal Kishore, 1836—1895. Historical portrait.

Watch the museum introduction
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https://www.lepress.in/museum-galleries.html#museum-introduction
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Two ways to make a page.

HREM & HiaR: U1 91 & & IR

The raised letter

Movable type uses separate raised
characters assembled into a page. Ink
touches their printing faces; pressure
transfers the impression to paper. The
pieces can be rearranged for another
setting. [2]

A type case is a system of selection and
order. A page that is effortless to read
first had to be composed.

The flat stone

Lithography works differently. On a
prepared surface, image areas accept oily
ink while damp non-image areas resist
it. Both lie on the same plane. [3]

The stone is not carved like a relief
block. Follow the ink to understand the
difference.
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RELIEF / TYPE

Raised characters — ink — paper

LITHOGRAPHY

Flat surface - image accepts ink

Damp non-image areas resist ink

o [m]
ru'u_:q: SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE
- :‘._I,;_.l.'. iy

Explore the machines in 3D

lepress.in - opens in your browser
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https://www.lepress.in/museum-galleries.html#machine-pavilion
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From printed sheet to book.

B0 BN I fhdie db

The press has made its impression.
But the book is not finished yet.

Loose sheets must become pages that
turn easily and stay together. In a
traditional sewn book, folded gatherings
are put in order and joined through their
folds. A covering protects the text block.
[4]

Look at the centre fold, thread and spine
of an open book. Each reveals something
about the hands that made it.

From preparing and proofing to
printing, drying, folding and binding, the
journey rewards patience. Next time you
pick up a book, spare a thought for the
work hidden inside its spine.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE
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Follow a book through the karkhana

lepress.in - opens in your browser

The anatomy of a sewn book - ﬁl?ﬂ@é ERICEICRIE

Fold — gather — sew. A simplified view inside a sewn book.

LE PRESS - OLD PAGES. NEW CONVERSATIONS.
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Printing through the ages.

BUTS & dedd Y

A carved block, a case of loose letters,
a flat stone: each offers a different
answer to the same question. How can
one page become many?

Woodblock: the image stands above
the cut-away surface. [5]

Movable type: reusable characters are
assembled into a page. [2]
Lithography: image areas accept ink
while damp non-image areas resist it. [3]

Offset printing adds another step: the
inked image passes through an
intermediate surface before reaching
paper. [6]

Watch the film with a printer’s eye. Find
the ink, follow the sheet and notice what
moves. The most revealing moment may
be the instant a fresh impression
appears.

1;_1?- SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE
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Movable type: an illustrative process image from the
website collection.

Watch Printing Through the Ages

lepress.in - opens in your browser

LE PRESS - OLD PAGES. NEW CONVERSATIONS.
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https://www.lepress.in/newal-kishore-museum.html#printing-film
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THE EDITOR’S DESK - HUIG® @t AW

The minds behind the pages.

=9 UHl & Ui Y 3HTam |

Apress needs more than machines. It
needs people who can recognise a story—
and give readers a reason to turn the page.

Ratan Nath ‘Sarshar’
Awadh Akhbar

As the newspaper’s editor, Sarshar brought
journalism and storytelling together. His
Fasana-e-Azad appeared in its pages,
giving readers the world of Azad and the
unforgettable Khoji. Our comic returns to
those characters with a new adventure. [8]

Munshi Premchand

Madhuri - a later generation

The celebrated storyteller also served as
co-editor of Madhuri, the Hindi literary
monthly published by Naval Kishore Press.
His work belongs to the institution’s
continuing story after the founder’s
lifetime. [9]

A newspaper’s public face.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

Explore Awadh Akhbar

lepress.in - opens in your browser
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Awadh Akhbar, 1 January 1875. The illustrated masthead rises above closely set columns.

9 St gc o FRifa gy iR wWaRt & e Wl
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https://www.lepress.in/museum-galleries.html#g6
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Khoji and the missing letter.
Groft 3R THIET 3HeR

A new Khoji adventure inspired by Sarshar’s characters. Al-assisted illustrations. / TRRIR % U @ URd T2 e

Khoji: “Nobody move. Especially the
Khoji: “Fortunately, an expert has arrived.” letters.”

HUICR: "Teb &R TAS 1"
Groft: “3re3T g, [Ifgx 3 ugdn” Groh: ‘IS 7 BT | TR 3eR!”
3TeTTE: 3 < gUETg o § 1

Azad: “They have been quite still.”

- ,.i.
Khoji: “How did you notice?” Khoji: “Could it be inside a book?”
Reader: “I read it.” Binder: “We fold paper, sahib—not letters.”

Khoji: “Excellent method!”

Groit: “fpdra o ot e fesar”

GIoh: “OdT Y e foTeaaTet: "o, H PV HISd 8, 31&R
YWRISR: "Uel, ol dl Iarl” EHIB

Grofl: "I A"

LE PRESS - OLD PAGES. NEW CONVERSATIONS. 08
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The case is solved.

Khoji: “The culprit is very close to—"
Click. A piece of type falls from his cuff.

Khoji: “I was keeping the evidence safe.”
Azad: “Thank you for releasing it.”

Groft; “Hgd T fgthrerd | oT1”
3TeTTe;: R8T - BT Yioban”

The end. Khoji will return. / ol bR e |

More reading: lepress.in/awadh-akbar.html ~

Compositor: “Found it!”
Azad: “Your sleeve has confessed.”

HUfrex: e mam”
3TSATS: "SI 3 SHhaTd B forar|”

e tiE

Khoji: “Print it! Mystery solved.”
Azad: “Not a sword drawn. Only a sleeve
shaken.”

Groht: "B T ga T 1
qe»%m: = TR del—a i TSt
"

LE PRESS - OLD PAGES. NEW CONVERSATIONS.
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Walk through a world of print.

BUR I giam H Ffer

Begin above the rooftops. Take in the
courtyards and workspaces, then move
closer to one corner of the press. A whole
world of making awaits.

The digital museum invites you to follow
a book through the work behind its
pages. Choose a machine, turn the view
and let one question lead to another.

At the composing table: how do loose
characters become orderly lines?

In the lithography studio: how does
a flat surface hold a printable image?

At the finishing bench: when do
separate sheets become a book?

Find a detail that makes you pause.
Begin there.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

Enter the virtual museum

lepress.in - opens in your browser
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3TUPT AR Bl g
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HOT eaet TR forery 31eR dfaat s
4 &2 it &) wure ¥dg )
FY TUAT 87 TR 9T R HId Fa
IERIEERCIGE

T $B U A1Y ST DI Sled Tai | o
IRIB! IR ToR 38X, Y3 da!
EIIEY

The press reimagined in 3D. Interpretive digital
reconstruction.

LE PRESS - OLD PAGES. NEW CONVERSATIONS.
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Metaphor: the conversation continues.

NeThR: dTaald SRl §

Metaphor Lucknow Litfest
28—29 November 2026
Le Press, Hazratganj - 14th edition. [7]

Some books stay with us because of a
sentence. Others because of the
conversation they begin. This November,
make room for both.

Bring the friend whose reading tastes
surprise you. Bring a question you have
wanted to ask. Between conversations,
take a coffee break, browse the stores
and return with a fresh thought.

A place once devoted to putting words
into print welcomes people who keep
those words alive. Join the conversation.

Scan below for the latest programme,
timings and entry details.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

lepress.in - opens in your browser

Metaphor programme and updates

ﬁmmﬁ?w
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8l B ek BUA U, I8T I Sidd
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U HRIHH, THY 3R TAR B SHBRI
QR TR fHa

Le Press today: the setting for a new conversation.
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OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS - 3agax @t gafhar

New doors. New discoveries.
WG, HIW! 3R gHTS & ¢ Ud |

Three arrivals. More reasons to linger at Le Press. / o AU TSE—d g o DS 3R R 38Ul

CIBO - A new table in Hazratganj

CIBO brings Pan-Asian and modern Indian cooking to Le Press. Browse the
boutiques, then let the evening continue over dinner and conversation.

CIBO ¥ TH-URRA &R anyfies YR HIsH & W1y UM 31 Sgrsu| gt
T & F1e WM IR SIdd &1 Tefthdt gt

Kaushyam - Banaras meets Lucknow

Banaras handwoven sarees meet corsets, waistcoats and jackets at Kaushyam.
Watch the launch film, then come closer to the weave and find your own pairing.

Kaushyam T §-IRY @1 gYHHT TIfST HI4e, IXdIe iR Save J firerdt &1 ar=
firem SRIT SR Sui uRig &1 Ad gl

Banaras weaving,
contemporary styling.
Kaushyam brand
photograph.

Third Wave Coffee - A new coffee stop

October also welcomed Third Wave Coffee to Le Press. Make it a meeting point
before a museum visit, a pause between shops, or a reason to stay for one more
conversation.

fFeeR § ¥ 39 B! 7 +ff & 0 H YaTd F | YU o § uga e fAiferg,
TR & o9 38R, T1 HIw! R dddid $6 3R 931381

Third Wave Coffee - brand
photograph.

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

Discover CIBO

lepress.in

SCAN / TAP TO EXPLORE

Store & launch film

lepress.in

Explore Third Wave & all dining partners - lepress.in/dining-in-hazratganj.html ~

All 24 partners: lepress.in/partners.html - @lepress_lucknow.

Editorial note: Printing processes are explained generally; digital scenes are reconstructions. The 1875 page is shown for its design; lower reports are
untranslated. Khoji is new fiction. Sources and image credits accompany this edition. Third-party media retain their owners’ rights. Corrections:
info@lepress.in.

[8] Rekhta: Sarshar profile. [9] Murali Ranganathan: Premchand’s publishing career, The Wire / PrintWeek.
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